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Killer Angels
Introduction
The killer angels is a historical fiction book by Michael Shaara based on the American civil war between 1861 and 1865 between the confederacy that was secessionist states, and the Union, which was the states that remained loyal to the united states constitution. The book makes an introduction of the armies as well as individuals and events leading up to the Gettysburg battle. It also shows the interaction among the characters; through this, the reader can know the problems and decisions made to solve the problems and their consequences. The killer angels give an insight into war realities such as emotions of men in it, the losses, and tragedies (Shaara, 2010). The book also focuses on four main characters, and through them, an individual can get some aspects of the book, such as the interplay between characters. Tor instance, on the confederate side Robert E, Lee, and James Longstreet are focused on while general John Buford and Joshua Chamberlain are on the Union side. Other aspects explored in the book include technology and strategic development, death in war, and nations' division. The killer angels also confront the continuing legacies of slavery, which the seceding states fought to institute in their borders. 
Interplay between characters
The interplay between characters in the killer angels’ book provides alternating viewpoints of planning, reasoning, and war strategy. Through the book, we can understand how people react to war (Shaara, 2010). For example, Chamberlain is brave, and also, being a former professor, he tends to reason and question things before making a decision. He also has basic humanity, which can be seen when he can convince mutineers to join him in the 20th Maine fights. Chamberlain was fighting to end slavery and aristocracy, but his friend Kilrain Buster did not care about African Americans' needs. This can be seen when Chamberlain told him that he's fighting for equality, but he said that he’s only fighting to prove that he’s a better man than many. Through this, we get to know Chamberlain's views on slavery and that he disapproves of it.
According to Shaara (2010), opinions on war are also seen; for instance, Longstreet preferred fighting a defensive war by retreating into a better position to cut off the union army .however, Lee was against the retreating method as he believed it would ruin the morale of the army and in turn lose their fighting edge. Chamberlain is also divided because the Union was not fighting a war of liberation as him, but was fighting to prevent the southern states from seceding. This gives a clear picture that in the civil war, they were fighting towards different ends.
The aspect of technology and strategic development is seen through Longstreet’s persistence in defensive warfare and the way Lee was resisting it. Lee can be seen as a good strategist, but due to his ancient changing times, Longstreet leaned towards changing the nature of war by embracing modern ways. He saw that the use of artillery and long-distance riffles was not effective in defeating the enemy. The killer angels also illustrate death and the uncertainty of it in war and the vulnerability to losing life at any time (Shaara, 2010).
Conclusion
The killer angel is used metaphorically to imply the goodness and wickedness of human beings. By using the metaphor of an angel, it shows humans are capable of both transcendence and atrocities. The killer angel can show mercy to mutineers and compassion towards slaves, showing he has angel capabilities in him. This is a paradox, for example, in the case of John Buford. He thinks of the deceased compassionately despite being a soldier despite believing that he should not feel love and pity towards his enemies (Shaara, 2010). In as much as it is during the war, general Chamberlain says that they are fighting to set other men free (Shaara, 1975), showing that the union army was not fighting for nationalism but to end slavery.
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